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My Lokps, 


His Sermon (being the 80 va has 
been deliver d before Your Excellen. 
cies, in the Church offered to You by the 


Ma oiftrates of this City, for the Performance 
of Divine Service, according to the Wir. 


ſhip of the Church of England) v 


ventur d into the World by Your Lor 


150 he Nr Fr humbly addreſſes it 475 os | 
our Protection, to which the Hub- 


You for 
ject itſelf ſeems to entitle it. 


It is to be deplored, that the Temper of 


the Times is ſuch, as to make Diſcourſes on 


this Subject ſo ſcaſonable. But, that the- 
God of Peace would change the Heart of _ 


- thoſe that are Enemies to the Peace of our 
Jeruſalem; and, that, He would bleſs and 


direct Your Lordjh * Endeavour for the 
Publick Good, is the moſt hearty 5 


E 
My.Loxps, 
Your Excellencies 
Mot Humble, at My 
Moſt Dutiful Servant, 


Utrecht.” © 
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PSALM cxxii. 6, 7, 8 and oth Verſes, 


Pray or the Peace o eruſalem: Th 
| proſper that oe 1 


Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity 


within thy Palace. 

For my Brethren and Companions Sakes, I 
will now ſay, Peace be within thee. 
Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, 

'I will ſeek thy Good. pk 


. — NE of the great Proofs of the 


Chriftian Religion's being from 
God, is the Excellence and 
Beauty of its Precepts, ſo a- 
= grecable to right Reaſon, ſo 


kind, and ſo worthy of God to dictate: But 


2 


much for the Good of Man- 


in none of its Injunctions does this mote ap- 


pear, than in that Love and Kindneſs, Good- 
neſs and Charity, Peace and Friendlineſs, 
hich it ſo inceſſantly recommends to its Fol» 
owers, 72 

And yet, to the Scandal of our holy Pro- 
feſſon, there is ſcatce any Thing leſs practiſed 
by Chriſtjans, than That which ſhoyld be 
the peculiar Badge of the Diſciples of Chriſt. 
For, ſays our Saviour, By this ſhall all Men 
know, that you are my Diſciples, if ye love one 
anther, Whereas where is there more Ha- 


tred and Enmities, Factlons and Diviſions, - 
* aa A 2 Wars 


Fobn xlil. 
35» 


1 
Wars and Blood - ſned, than among thoſe why 
take upon themſelves that Title. | 
Even the Mahometans themſelves, whoſe 
very Religion was founded upon the Sword, 
ſeem of late Years more humanely inclined, 
and keep themſelves freer from Diſſenſions a. 


mong themſelves, and Quarrels with their 


Neighbours, than thoſe that pretend to be 


Followers of the Goſpel of Peace. 
So true is it, that the beſt Laws are often 


attended with the worſt Practice; and that 


Matth. x. 


* 
* 
* 
— 
* 


Pig: N War and Blood-ſhec 


Sin takes Occaſion by the Law. So true is that 
Prophecy of our Saviour's, That He came nt 
to ſend Peace ou the Earth, but a Sword. Not 
but the natural Tendency of His Religion was 


to eſtabliſh Peace and Quietneſs in Humane 


Society, but that its unworthy Profeſſors 
would pervert it to the worſt Abuſes, and 
make it ſerve tojuſt the contrary Ends, than 
thoſe it was deſign'd to promote. | 
If the Goſpel had bid Men tear and worry 
one another ke Beaſts of Prey, glut them- 
ſelyes in eacfl others Blood, and breathe no- 


thing but Slaughter, Ruin, and Deſtruction, 
What a hard and cruel Law wou'd they not 


have found it ? But now, that it commands 


nothing but Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Forbear- 


ance, Long-Suffering, and the Things that 


make for the"Peace and Quiet of Mankind; 


how h{rd do they find to practiſe even what 


js calculated for their own Good? 


An Exhortation then to Peace can never be 


unſeaſonable, ſince *tis the capital Daty of Re- 
ligion, and Men are ſo backward to practiſe it. 


At leaſt, it will be allowed more becoming 2 


Meſſenger of Peace, to ſpeak in its Praiſe, than 


And, 


» lee r 


es 


Tn toe 
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bi. © | 


1 
And, for this, I ſhall take Occaſion from 
me Words read unto you, which, tho? ta- 


ken out of the Old Teſtament; do yet con- 
cur in this with the New; to ſhew, how 


' lovely and deſirable a Thing Peace is, and, 


how much it is our Intereſt, as well as Duty, 
to pray for it. Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem : 
They ſhall proſper that love thee. Peace be with- 
in thy Walls, and Proſperity, or, as the other 
Tranſlation renders it, . Plenteouſneſs within.thy 
Palaces. For my Brethren and Companions Sakes, 
I will now ſay, Peace be within thee. Becauſe of 
the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will ſeek thy 
Good. | | 84 
In which Words are contain'd, a Duty, and 
N to it. 1 4 10 2,904 
J. The Duty is to pray for the Peace of 
jeruſalem; that is, of . City, or 
Society, we are of. . HH 
II. The Motiyes: And they are, 
Firſt, The Promiſe made to them, who ſ. 
love their Country, as to pray for the Peace 


of it: They ſhall proſper that love thee. 


Secondly, Becauſe Peace is in its own Nature 
productive of Proſperity and Plenty: Where 
Peace is within the Walls, Proſperity or Plen- 
teouſneſs will of Courſe be within the Palaces. 
And therefore, | nen 


Thirdly, For the Sake of the publick Good | 


and Welfare of Mankind, who are our Bre- 


thren and Companions, Partakers of the ſame 


common Nature, we ought to wiſh for their 


Happtneſs, and Freedom from Sufferings. For 
Brethren and Companions Sakes, I will nom 
2 Peace be within thee. 1 766 1 AD 
And Laſtly, For the Sake of Religion, and 
promotion of God's Glork, which can better 
| C 


„ 06 


[6] 
be regarded in the Times of publick Ou 
than 77 thoſe of Warand Diſtarbance Br 
cauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, I will 
ſeek thy Good, © 21 N 

But, becauſe Things appear in a better 


Light, by being ſer in Oppoſition to, and 


compared with their Contraries, I ſhall, for 
the greater Clearneſs, uſe in this Diſcourſe, 
the following Method. 8 
Firſt ſhew, That War, tho' ſometimes law. 
ful and neceſſary, is always a great Evil, at. 
tended with many ill Conſequences, not only 
to the Bodies, but alſo, to the Souls of Men, 
both to their Civil and Religious, their Tem- 
poral and Eternal, Intereſts ; and, therefore, 
we ought always to pray for a Deliveratce 
n 1 
And, Secondiy, That Peace is juſt the Re- 
verſe of all this, attended with a thouſand a- 
reeable Advantages, a Bleſſing always to be 


deſired. For which, therefore, I fay, tis our 


Intereſt, as well as Duty, to offer up our 
Prayers; wich Prapers are, as we ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee, one good Means to obtain it. 

Firft, 1 am to ſhew, that War, tho' ſome - 
times lawful and neceſſary, is always a great 
Evil. © Peat 

I ay, War is ſometimes lawful and neceſ- 
ſary : For, though St. James does very juſtly 
ask, From whence come Wars and Fightings among 
you ? Come they not even of your Laſts, which war 
in your Members ? That 1s, were all Men free 
from unreaſonable Paſſions, ſach as Avarice, 
Ambition, Luſt of Power, and Deſire of Rule, 
and lived up to the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
there would be never any Occaſion for War; 
becauſe, every one being content with his 

7 | owe, 


| 171 
awn, as Religion preſcribes, no one would 
think of invading or uſurping upon another: 
Yet, ſince Men are not always reaſonable, and 
thoſe uſually leſs than others, who are in 
power, who ſeldom let any Opportunity lip 
of aggrandizing themſelyes at others Ex- 
d pence, tis therefore ſometimes neceſſary, for 
r WW the lajured or Oppreſſed, to defend their 
* Wkights againſt an unjuſt Invader. For, tho? 
Chriſtianity carries the Duties of Patience and 
'- WW Forbearance to a great Height, yet does it 
t. 0 where order us to give up eurſelves a a 
ly WM Prey to our Devourers, and cancels not that 
u, Wh firſt Law of Nature, Self-Defence, which be- 
- Wig confeſſedly allowable between Man and 
e, N lan, muſf be ſo between Nation and Nation, 
* ven one would unjuſtly ſubject or oppreſs the 
: other. | 
4 Neither was it the Deſign of Chriſtianity, 
so deſtroy the Power of the Magiſtrate, and 
Xx Wt diſſolve the Bands of Humane' Society, 
I Which would lay open and defenceleſs, ex- 
r I poſed to all the Inſults and Oppreſſions of 
& Wicked and unreaſonable Men, were it not | 
ſometimes lawful, after having tried all other 

beaceable Methods, to repulſe Force by Force. 
In the contrary, S. Paul aſſures us, That the pow. xiii. 
Magiſtrate beareth not the Sword in vain, but is 4. 
« Miniſter of God, an Avenger to execute Wrath © 
wr him that doth Evil: And, if he be allow- 
ed to dra w that Sword, and execute that Wrath, 
ainſt any ſingle Robber, or other Evil-Doer, 
for the Protection of the Innocent, who-wou'd © 
itherways become a Prey to the Wicked; | 
what Reaſon is there, why he may not as juſt- . 4 
ly do it againſt an armed Multitude, who: 
would inyade the Poſſeſſions, the Rights and 

a | Liberty 


12 


5 Liberty of the People committed to his 


Charge, and whom he is bound in Office aud 


Duty to defend? ' 

Neither do we find the Profeſſion of a Sl. 

dier any where condemn'd in the Goſpel a 

unlawful, as certainly it would, were all War 

| ſo. S. Peter does not bid the Centurion he 

converted, forſake the Calling in which he 

was engaged; nor, when the Soldiers came 

to John's Baptiſm, and asked him, what they 

' ſhould do, does He give them any other Pre. 

Luke ili. cept, than that they be content w i their Wage, 
* and do Violence to no Man. 64 

To this I might add, all thoſe Examples 


and of thoſe Judges and Captains, *which 

God raiſed. up for the Defence and Deſtye. 

rance of His People; ſuch as Gideon, Bardl, 

Sampſon, Jepht ha, David, and Samuel, who are 

celebrated by the Author of the Epiſtle to the 

Ch. xi.37, Hebrews, for having ſubdued Kingd-ms, waxing 

Ve. valiant in Fight, and putting to Fight the Ar- 
mies of the xdAliens. Taft 4 M1 

All that can be objeQed, are thoſe ſeeming- 

ly ſevere Precepts: Reſiſt nut Evil; but no. 

"Teever ſhall ſmite thee on thy Right Cheek, tim 

to him the other alſo: And, if any Man mil 

ſue thee at the Law, and take away thy Cia, 

let him haue thy. Cloak alſo: And, whoſoever 

ſhall compel thee to go a Mile, go with hin 

twain. Love. your Enemies; bleſs them tha 

curſe you; do Geod to them that hate yon; fra) 

Math. v. for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and perſe- 

{| cute you. | Recompence, no Man Ev.] for Evil 

1 If "it be poſſible, as much as l eth in you, lite 

| peace ably with all Aen. — 1 not your ſel tri 

| but rather give Flace unto Wrath, far is is ah 


7 


of Wars approved by God in Holy Scripture, 


r eee amt ee en eee „ re 


[9] 
ace ir mine, 1 will repay, faith the Lord: 
aer, if t bine Eneny 2275 him; if 


Foil, but overcome Evil with Good. And the 
like Precepts of the 'Goſpel, where Prayer 
and Patience ſeem the only Arms allowed a 
But to this it has been well anſwer'd, that 
theſe are but general Maxims, ſubject, like all 
other general Rules, to ſeveral Exceptions; 
and the Apoſtle himſelf does, we fee, in the 
palſage juſt cited, ſuppoſe there are fome 
ſoch Exceptions, by thoſe Limitations and 
Restrictions, F it be poſſible, and as far as li- 
th is you, which evidently implies, that 
there are Caſes wherein tis not poſſible nor 
reaſonable to acquieſce, under other Mens In- 
juſtice and Oppreſſion. 3 
What the Goſpel intends by theſe ſevere 
precepts, is, to repreſs that Promptitude to 
- ha, and ovet - acting the Injuries we re- 
ceire, to which we are all ſo much inclined: 
That natural, but exorbitant Self- love, we 
il carry about us, makes us eſteem an Injury 
much greater than it really is, and, by Con- 
vence, too immediately fly to Vengeance, 
and demand immoderable Satisfaction. Our 
Saviour, therefore, to hinder us from loſing 
that qu rg Temper and Good-wilt we 
ought always to bear to all Men, by taking 
Fire at the Injuries that are done us; ſuch as 
a Box om the Ear, or the Loſs of a Coat, or thre 
being forced to ge 4 Mile out of the Way, orders 


us, for the Sake of Peace, to facrifice our 
Reſentment, and to rather run the Riſque of 
ſuffering as much more, than to come pre- 
ſently to Extremities on ſuch ſmall Occaſibous, 

B or 


Be not overcome of Rom, xvii. 


10 ] | 
or demand ſuch rigorous Satisfaction, ag 4 
Eye for an Ehe, or a Tooth for a Tooth. 
But then, it does not hence follow, that if 
the Matter in which we are injured be of the 
greateſt Importance to us, that we are to 
tamely ſuffer our ſelves, or thoſe that depend 
on us, to be ruin'd. Neither the Law of 
Nature, nor the Goſpel, though they forbid 
Rancour and Malice, Hatred, and private 
Revenge, forbid us to appeal to the publick 
Magiſtrate in ſuch a Caſe: And this may be 
done, without the leaſt Malice or Enmity to 
the injurious Perſon, but only out of Ohe- 
dience to the Laws and Love to Juſtice, or to 
ſave ourſelves and Families, who ought to 
be dearer to us than our Enemies, from that 
| . Damage they would otherways 

uffer. | 734: 25 
. 'Tis the ſame between Kingdoms and Na- 
tions, who having no common Umpire, but 
God, may, no Doubt, in Caſes of great In- 
juſtice, appeal to Him as their Judge, by 
committing their Cauſe to the Deciſion of 
the Sword. We cannot imitate a better Ex- 
ample, than that of God, who is ſet forth to 
us, by our Saviour, as a Model we are to 
follow, in loving and doing Good to our 
Enemies: He. making His Sun to ſhine. on the 
Unjuſt, . and ſending. His Rains upon the Un- 
thankful, and the Evil. But then, this hinders 
not, but when they ſtill grow  obſtinately 
worſe, and, notwithſtanding. His. long For- 
bearance, continue to offend Him'; He, as 4 
juſt Judge, does at length whet His Sword, 
and make ready His Arrows againſt the Face 
of them; puniſhes them often in this Life, 
or at leaſt, will ſeyerely do it in the A* 

| con- 


1 
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IN | 
{ conclude, That there is nothing in the 
Goſpel, or the Law of Nature, which does 
abſolutely condemn all Sort of War, when 
tis undertaken upon juſt and important 
Grounds; ſuch as the Defence of our Country 
and its Laws, the Relief of the Injured, Mi- 
ſerable, and Oppreſſed. | | 

But then, though War be ſometimes law- 
ful, yet is it often not expedient, as being al- 
ways a great Evil; and, therefore, not to be 
undertaken lightly, for the ſatisfying the 
Ambition or Avarice, the private Piques and 
Paſſions of particular Men: Nor even for a 
ſmall though real Injuſtice, ſince the Remedy 
may be worſe than the Diſeaſe; and 'tis ber- 
ter to bear a little, than to riſque all upon a 
Trifle, and run into a greater and more ruin- 
ous Evil, to avoid a leſs. And, even when 


the Cauſe is important, Extremities are not to 


be come to, before having tried all other gen- 
tler Methods : As likewiſe, having ſet domn 
ard conſider'd, whether thou with Ten Thouſand, 
art able to meet him who cometh againſt, thee with 
Twenty Thouſand, Luke xiv. 31. bY 
Neither is a juſt War to be continued any 
longer than is abſolutely neceſſary; for, tho? 
it might be juſt in the Beginning, yet, when 
reaſonable Satisfaction may be had, and the 
Reaſons of the War ceaſe, *twould be as un- 
juſt to continue it, as it would to have begun 
it wrongfully at firft: For, tho' Self - Defence 
be lawful, tis certain, that Revenge and irre- 
conciteable Enmity are not. Immortal Hatred 
1 not made for Man who is mortal, ſays the 
Spe; and Peace, as tis the only End, ſo, 
when it can be had on any reaſonable Terms, 
5 always to Se preferred to the dubious _—_ 
4 B 2 | 0 
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[ 12 ] 
of War, which, however ſucceſsful, is alway; 
2 great Evil, drawing after it a Train of ye. 


| Ty ill Conſequences, both to the Bodies aud 


draws after it the moſt dire aches, as to 


Souls of * their Civil and Religi 
Temporal and Eternal latereſts. 
That War is ia itſelf a 


Sious, their 


eat $i and 


the Temporal Concerns of Men, I need not 
ſtand long to prove. 


If depopulating Countries, Ying. waſte 


fenced Cities, burning and ſacking Towns, 


and making the moſt flouriſhing Places a Heap 


of Ruins: If the making a barrea Wilderneſs 
of the fruitful Valley, deſtroying the Hopes 
of the Husbandman, and cauſing the Fields, 

which were before full of Corn, to be _ 


don'd to Thorns and Briars; if the moſt in- 


humane and barbarous Cruelties; if Blood and 
Slaughter, Rapine and DeſtruQion, Sacrilege 
and Violation of all Things ſacred; if Poyer- 


ty and Miſery, Peſtilence and Famine ; if con- 


tinual Apprehenſions and Alarms, Inſecurity 
both of Perſon and Eſtate, Life and Fortune; 
if the Cries of the Fatherleſs, and Tears of 
the Widows; the Lamentations of the Deſti- 
tute, who are pillaged or driven out from 
their Houſes and Inheritance, without know- 
ing where to ſeek for Bread, or any to have 
ir upon their forlorn Condition: If thei, 

the reſt of that Deluge of Woes and 


| 1 which are the —. 8 Attendants 


Fudges v. 
67 7. 


of War, be Evils; then certainly is that 
** which is the Cauſe and Mother of them 


WO the App —_—_ 7 War, 2 Hearts are 
ull of Heavineſs, Sadneſs Aſtoniſhment ta- 
895 f Hang. 9 — 
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lerab, are ed, the Travellers walk 
through By-ways, the Inhabitants of the Villages 
caſe, The Land mourneth, and faduth away, 
gys the Prophet. In a Word, ſays St. Au- 
fin So abominable a Thing is War, that even the 
no Juſt are to be deteſted, and, as far as poſſible, 
19 be avoided, ſince they are ſcarce ever ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful, but they bring with them more Evil than 
Good. © | . 

However great and glorious then in the 
Byes of the World a Battle gained, or a King- 
dom conquer'd, may ſeem : However the 
chief Actors of theſe Tragedies may think 
to purchaſe to themſelves the Titles of Con- 
querors and Heroes, and erect an illuſtrious 
and immortal Monument of their Valouf on 
the Ruins of Nations, aud Heaps of Slain; 
yet tis certain, that in Truth, and the Eyes 
of Reaſon, when the War is in itſelf unjuſt, 
or continued longer than is neceſſary, *tis no 
better than a Butchery of Mankind; and, as 
the Pirate told Alexander, all the Difference 
between ſuch a Conqueror and a Robher, is, 
That the one does but a little Miſchief to a 
few particular Perſons, whereas the other ra- 
yages, pillages, and deſtroys, whole Countries 
and Peoples. Wherefore, *twas not il] advi- 
ied to an ambitious Prince, ſo to conſult his 
n Glory, as not to make himſelf the Scourge 
and Plague of Mank nd. 

If God and Reaſon require, that he that 
ſreddeth Man's Blood, by Man ſhould his Blood 
be ſhed; what muſt their Guilt and Puniſh= 
ment be, who, by either beginning or conti- 


Aleo abominanda res Bellum eſt, us etiam bella juſts, 
fue vix unquam tam feliciter cedunt, quin plus adfer ant mali 
quem boni, drreft anda & pro viribus fugiena. Auguſt. de 
a nuing 


Fe W , ſt 

nuing unneceſſary Wars, deſtroy ſo many. 
Thouſands of- innocent Men ? Every _ all 
which is a real Murder in the Sight of God, Wl ©* 
and whoſe Blood, which they ſpill upon the che 


the Earth like Water, will certainly be re- un 


fore they could be eſteemed purged from that 


ſerious Art, of killing one another, without 


Blood. That Honour was reſerved to Solomon, 


quired at their Hands, who ſeem to make a Ml 0 
Sport of Mens Lives, and delight in the De. Ml ®? 
ſtruction of their own. Species: An Example 
of which we do not find among the moſt ſa- 
vage of Beaſts; even the Wolves and Tigers 
do not prey upon their own Kind, or ever 
gat her d in Troops, and engaged in pitch 
Battles: But Men, more fierce and cruel than 
both, make it an honourable Employ, and a 


Remorſe or Pity. 

The ſhedding of humane Blood is ſo odious 
in God's Eyes, tho? even ina juſt Cauſe, that 
we ſee He would not ſuffer 55 (though 


He has this Character given of Him, of ha- 
ving fought the Lord's Battles) to build his 
Temple. hecduſe tis added, thou haſt ſhed much 


a peaceable Prince. Hands ſtained with hu- 
mane Blood, however ſpilt, ſhould bluſh to 
lift themſelves to the Altar of that God, 
whoſe brighteſt Image they have defaced. 
And not only among the Jews, but among 
the Greeks themſelves, they who had had the, 
Misfortune to kill a Man, tho' unwillingly, 
and in their own: Defence, were thought to 
have contracted a Sort of Stain, and to have. 
need of many Sacrifices and Expiations, be- 


Blemiſh. | | 3 

How much more then ought Chriſtians to 
conceive an Abhorrence for, and avoid, as 
much as poſſible, a Thing of ſuch n 
Sun an 


— 
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aud bloody Conſequence as War, ſo contrary = 
to the Spirit and Genius of that holy Religion 
they profeſs; for howeyer War may ſome- 
times be neceſſary, it certainly becomes a 
Chriſtian to lament ſo ſad a Neceſlity, ro have 


an Averſion and Reluctance for it. 
Indeed, if, as was before obſerved, our Sa- 
viour extends ſo far the Duties of Patience 
and Forbearance among particular Perſons, as 
to ſcarce allow them to demand Juſtice from 
the Law, unleſs in pou and important Caſes; 
nay, has made our forgiving others, the very 
Condition of our being forgiven : This, ſure- 
ly, ought to hold much ſtronger, with reſpect 
to War between Nations, by how much the 
Shocking of fuch mighty Bodies is of more 
extenſive and ruinous Conſequence, than thoſe 
of any particular Quarrel or Diſpute can poſ- 
Secondly, Another Argument why we ought 
topray for Deliverance from War, and whence 
it appears that it is a great Evil, is, that it is 
one of God's Puniſhments wherewith He af- 
flits a Nation for their Sins; and therefore, 
Is it reaſonabe to be in Love with and pro- 
long our own Puniſhment ? Thus, among the 
reſt-of the Plagues with which God threatens 
tle Iſraulites, if they were diſobedient to His 8 
Laws, He tells them, He will bring « Sword Lev. xxvi. 
wor them, which ſhould lay their Cities waſte, 
and make their Lands a Deſolation. And again, 
when God is wrath with His People, He Deuter. 
wil make His Arrows drunk with their Blood, xxxii. 42. 


ad the Sword ſhall devour their Fleſh. 

Accordingly we find, through the whole 
Series of ſacred Hiſtory, that when the Jews 
ſinned ae God, He raiſed up Tyrants and 
Oppreſſors among the Neighbouring Nations, 
4 Xourges to puniſh them. And, 


[16]. 
And, tho this Evil and Puniſhment ny 
ſeem chiefly to regard only the Vanquiſh'd, and 
the Places which are the immediate Scene of 
War; yet are not even the Inſtrumeng, 
which God makes uſe of to-chaſtiſe others, 
without their Share of Sufferings. Since 
Victories are ſometimes ruinous and dar 
bought, at leaſt, never was any gain'd with- 
out ſome Loſs on the Side of the Conqueror; 
and evea thoſe, in whoſe Bowels the War 
does not immediately rage, do yet often find 
the Smart of it in their Purſes, in the Clog 
which is thereby laid upon Commerce, the 
Burthen of Taxes, and the Impoveriſhment 
of the Nation, both in Treaſure, and the 
Numbers of People, which are conſumed þy 
the War, at whatever Diſtance ir be main- 
tained, _ | Ws 
Beſides, when once a War is began, no one 
knows where *twill end; it may at length 
be brought Home to thoſe who leaſt expected 
Prov.xvii, 18 at the Beginning. The Beginning of Strife 
14. ſays Solomon, is 43 when one letteth out Water: 
Oace the Dike is broken through, and the 
Dam is taken away, there's no ſtopping it, 
nor knowing how far it may reach: Or, to 
uſe St. James's Compariſon, A little Spal 
kindleth a great Fire, and is able to ſet the nale 
Creation in 4 Flame: And therefore a Mat 
ought to be cautious of puttiag Fire to ano- 
ther's Houſe, at whatever Diſtance it be, leſt 
it ſhould. at length reach his ow] n. Not to 
add, that it is uſual with God, when He hs 
done with His Rods, to throw them likewile 
into the Fire, which they themſelves have kia- 
dled, and wou'd not- extinguiſh: whea they 
might. For, let us add, 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, - As another Argument why we 
ſhould Pray and wiſh for Peace, that the E- 
yeats of War are various and incertain. Fortu- 
na Bells Semper Ancipiti eſt in Loco, ſays, Sene- 
ca. And therefore tis certainly Prudence in 
thoſe that have got ſome advantage to ſecure 
it by a Peace, rather than — the Loſs of 
it again by a too graſping * uit after more. 
A Day often deſtroys the Work of Years, and 
one unfortunate Battle frequently overturns 
what has been got by many. And therefore 
well did the King of J//racl adviſe Benhadad 
King of Syria, who boaſted that the Duſt of 
Samaria ſhould not ſuffice for Handfuls for all 
the People that follow'd him. Let not him 


that patrerh it off. And accordingly the Event 
bew d both to him and ſeveral others, whoſe 
ſtrange and unexpected Overthrows are Re- 
corded in Sacred and Prophane Hiſtory, that 
the Ad vice was good. And of this we do not 
want for freſher and more Modern Inſtances, 
both in the Enemy we have now edo do with, 
and an unhappy Northern Prince, who, tho? 


that girdeth on bis Harneſs boaſt himſelf as be - 


Kings 
O. 10. 


for many Years attended with the greateſt 


Succeſſes, have by an aſtoniſhing turn of 
Affairs and ſurprizing Revolutions fallen in a 
little time from that Height of Glory and 
Power, in which they were before the Envy 
and Terror of the Nations about them. 
When Men's Hearts are ſo lifted up with 
bucceſs, as to hearken to no Terms of Accom- 
modation, tis but juſt and uſual with God to 
adaſe them, and make them remember they are 
Wt Men; for "tis written God reſiſteth the 
* 3 Proud 


(18) . 
Proud, but ſueweth favour to the Humble. And 


Solomon tells us that Pride cometh before a Fall. 
Thoſe that ſo take the Sword as to reſolve never 


to ſheathiit, do uſually at length periſh by the 


Sword. 

As War is an appeal to God for the Juſtice 
of a Nation's. Cauſe, ſo when he has bleſſed 
them with Succeſs, if they then grow inſolent, 
and will impoſe, if not impoſſible, yet unrea- 
fonable and unneceſſary Terms. If they in- 
ſult a fallen Enemy, and will puſh on their 
Revenge beyond all Bounds; *tis then but juſt 
in Providence to change Sides, and put Bounds 
to Men's Rage as he does to that of the Sea, 
ſaying, Thus far ſhalt thou come and no farther. 
Nay, to drive them back again, and make 
them repeat of their Temerity and Inſatiable- 
neſs by as aſtoniſhing Overthrows as their 
Succeſſes were before ſurprizing. For after 
all, tho the Horſe may be prepare d for the Day 
of Battle, tho* our Troops fluſh'd with ſuccels 
may be never fo full of Courage, yet Victuj 
cometh of the Lord, and at his Rebuke both the 
Chariot and the Horſe muſt fall. The Race ut 
not always to the ſwift, nor the Battle to the 
ſtrong, bur Time and Chance happen to them 
all 


The leaft Accident manag'd by the Hands 


of Providence; a Wind driving in the face of 


an Army, the miſtakezof an Order, a ground- 
leſs Report, a ſudden unaccountable Pannick 
which ſometimes run through the Troops, 4 
it happen'd to the Syrians before Samaria, Is 
enough to deſtroy the nobleſt Hoſt that ever 
went into the Field. Ti, in vain that Min 
truſt in their Bow, "tis not their Sword that ſbal 
help them. They get not the Land in poſſeſſion 

through 
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' through their own Sword, neither is it their own 


Arm that helpeth them, but God's Right Hand 
and his Arm and the Light of his Countenance, 
becauſe he has a favour unto them. But then 
we cannot think that Favexr will long laſt to 
thoſe that abuſe it to the ſatisfying only of 
their paivate Paſſions of Revenge or inſatiable 
Ambition. | | 

Add to this that even on the foot of Hu- 
mane Policy, *tis a confeſs'd Maxim of Pru- 
dence, not to drive an Enemy to Deſpair, by 
impoſing Conditions to which he cannot ſub- 
mit. Since Deſpair does naturally make ter- 
rible Efforts, and can often do more than the 
greateſt Courage, effect Things which would 
otherwiſe have been thought impoſſible. And 
of this there are ſo many Inſtances both in 
Hiſtory and common Life, as make it unne- 
cellary to cite any in particular. | 
But Laitly, Var. is not only a Great and 
Hazardous Evil with reſpect to Men's Civil and 
Temporal Intereſts, but likewiſe with reſpect 
to their Eternal. Times of War are uſually 
Times of Wickedneſs and Irreligion. Inter 
Arma ſilent Leges. The Noiſe of Arms ſilen- 


ces both the Laws of God and Man, An im- 


petuous Torrent and overflowing Deluge of 
Vice at ſuch times breaks in upon a Nation, 
whether it be that thoſe in Power are then top 
much taken up with making proviſion for the 


War, to apply themſelves to put a ſtop to 


Wickedneſs which need but be let alone to 


ſpread aud thrive, or whether the diſſolute 


way of Living which is uſual in Camps, does 
inſenſibly diffuſe it ſelf throuzh, and infect the 
Manners of the reſt of the People. I hope it 
vill be eſteem d no 1 as Reflection vpgn 
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the Soldiery, among whom there are doubt. 
leſs many Good as well as Great Men, to ſay 
that generally ſpeaking, there is a a freer or 
rather more Licentious way of Living and 
Thinking among them than is uſual among o- 
ther Men. But now theſe looſe Principles 
and Practiſes are not confined there, but do 


naturally ſpread and communicate themſelves 


among all ſorts and Ranks of Men in a Nation, 
eſpecially among the raw unthinking Youth, 
who are more eaſily carry'd away by falſe No- 
tions of Honour and Bravery, and think it 
Noble and Daring to Bully God and Religion, 
and to run to every exceſs of Riot, without 
Fear, and without Remorſe. - And in fact ſuch 
a poiſonous Leaven, ſuch a turn of Mens 
Thoughts to Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, does 
a few Years War ſpread among a People, as 
requires Ages to purge out and extirpate. - 
Becauſe then of the Houſe of the Lord our God, 
as well as for our Brethren and Companions ſakes, 
for the ſake of Religion, which every where 
looſes Ground, and ſeems in danger of being 
in a little time baniſh'd from off the Earth, let 
us pray for the Peace of our Feruſalem, and bleſs 
thoſe who fo /cek its Good, as to endeavour to 
procure us a deliverance from thoſe many E- 
vils both ro the Bodies and Souls of Men, with 
which War is ever attended. 


* 


2. And now ** ſeen at large that War 
1s a great Evil, twill eaſily follow, that its 
contrary, Peace, is a great and deſirable Blef- 
ſing, for which 'tis our Outy and Intereſt to 
pray. + 


As War is well ſled the Epitome of all 


Evils, ſo does Peace in the Language of the 
i Scrip- 
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ccripture and the Nature of the Thing, com- 
prehend all fort of Happineſs and Proſperity. 
And therefore the Jews in their Salutations 
uſed only this Expreſſion, Peace be unto you 
2s comprehending all other Happineſs an 
good Wiſhes. | 

In effect, if it be Happineſs for every Man to 
enjoy his own withoutFear orDiſturbance, Eve- 
ry Man under his ownVine and under his own Fig- 
Tree, If it be a joyful thing to be free from 
the Violence of Soldiers, from Taxes and Con- 
tributions, continual Dread and Alarms; to 
ſee Plenty and Abundance reign, Cities and 
Vilages riſe and beautify, the Country 
ſtockd with Tillers and Inhabitants, and 
the Land give her Encreaſe; to ſee Trade and 
Commerce flouriſh, and our Ships ryding ſafe- 
ly upon the Seas: In a Word, if the encou- 
ragement of the Liberal, as well as Mechanick 
Arts; if the reſtoring Piety and Religion, 
Friendſhip and Kindeſs among Men, the ſenſe 
of which, = and bloody Wars do in a great 
meaſure uſually extinguiſh ; if all theſe, and a 
thouſand other Advantages, which every one 
knows to be the natural Conſequences of Peace 
and Quiet, be Bleſſings, then certaialy is that 
ſyuch,which is the Mother and Foſtreſs. Where 
Peace is within our Walls, Proſperity and Plenty 
will ſurely be within our Palaces, When, as 
David elſewhere ſpeaks, Our Garners are ful 
and plenteous with all manner of Store, our Sheep 


bring forth Thouſands and ten Thouſands in our 


Streets, when our Oxen are ſtrong to Labour, and Pſ. 144, 


there is no decay, no leading to Captivity, and no 


Complaining in our Streets : Happy are the People 
that are in ſuch a Caſe, And ſuch is uſua 1 
| | | the 
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the Cafe of thoſe who have no War, who en. 

joy an uninterrupted Peace and Tranquility, 
Behold therefore how good and pleaſant a thin 


If. 121.1. it ig for Brethren to awell togetner in Unity] and 


15. 


by conſequence, how Bautiſul are the Feet if 


Rom. 1o0.thoſe who * tydings of Peace. What 3 
c 


Good and Bleſſed Work it is for Men to en- 
deavour to reconcile thoſe that are Brethren, 
not. only as Men, all ſprung from the ſame 
Common Stock, but as Chriſtians, Redeem'g 
by the ſame Blood of Chriſt : Who like Moſe, 
between the two contending {/raelites, inter. 
poſe, ſaying, Sirs, ye are Brethren, why do yt 
Wrong one to another ! One is your Maſter, even 
Corif, and all ye are Brethren, therefore have 
Peace one with another. How Bleſſed a Work 
fay is it, and what Bleſſings both from God 
and Man may not they expet, who Pray and 
Labour for the Peace of our Jeruſalem? How 
may not they expect to proſper, who for their 
Brethren and Companiors ſakes,' their Fellou- 
ſufferers by War, do now ſay Peace be within 
you , who becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord ow 
God, do ſee our Good, the Good of Mankind, 
and of that which is their peculiar Property, 
Religion, by endeavouring to bring back thet 


Parent of Happineſs, Piety and Plenty, which 


has been ſo long fled from the Earth, for which 


| all the Families. of the Earth Moure, and for 


whoſe retura the whole Creation ſeems to 
groan, and is in Pain and Labour even until non: 
How may they with Confidence chear them- 


_ ſelves againſt the Calumaies of Deligning or 
Fooliſh Men, the People who delight, becauſe 


their Intereſt is, in War ; or thoſe, who with- 
out knowing any Reaſon for it, like Frentick 


Patients, kick againſt the charitable Band of 


their 


\ 
(23 ) 

their Phyſician, and tear open thoſe Wounds 
they might have healed. How may the Peace- 
makers. comfort themſelves againit the Noiſe 
and Clamour of both theſe, with that Conſo- 
latory Saying of Our Saviour's, Bleſſed are the 
peace - maler s, for they ſhall be calld the Chil- 
dren of God : Children of that God who is pe- 
culiarly filed, the God of Peace and Order, and 
wt of Confuſion. *T's true, he is likewiſe ſtiled 
the Lord of Hoſts and God of Battles. But that 
is not becauſe he loves War, or takes pleaſure 
in the effuſion of Humane Blood, but to ſig- 
nify, that He in a peculiar manner preſides 
over Battles, gives the Victory to whom he 
pleaſes, and is the Sovereign Arbiter of thoſe 
great Events on which the Fate of Nations 
depend. Bur 'tis becauſe He loves Peace, and 
tis agreeable to his Nature that he is ſtiled 
the God of it, and certainly they do not ill re- 
ſemble and Copy after him, who under his good 
Providence do endeavour to eſtabliſh Unity, 
Harmony, and Concord in the World. Tis an 
old and common ſaying, that one Man may be 
a Wolf or a God to another; the Firſt does 
not ill belong to thoſe who ſeem to delight in 
one anothers Slaughter, and when they are ſpoke 
toof Peace, make themſelves ready to Battle ; 
the Latter, to thoſe, who ſtudy the Peace and 
Quiet of Human Society. Tis certainly God- 
like todo as much Gocd as we can in our Gene- 
ration; but now in nothing can our Beneficence 
be ſo extenſive as every one in his Capacity, 
ſome by their Labours, all by their Prayers to 
contribute as far as in them lies to the Gene- 
ral Peace and Quiet of Mankind. And it the 
Makers up of Quarrels among particular Per- 
ſons (for to thoſe the forecited Words 1 our 

avi- 


RES 


| Tuke 2. 
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Will and agreement an 


6 


040 


Saviour ſeem primarily to relate) be ſo Bleſſed 


as to be deſtinguiſh'd by the Glorious Title 
of the Sons of God: How much more muſt 
they deſerve it, who ſtudy for, and find out 
means to unite and make up the Breaches of 
Jarring Nations and contending Peoples, 
whoſe agreement or diſagreement is of preat- 
ter conſequence to Mankind than the Friend- 
ſhip or Diſſention of two or three Private 
Men can poſſibly be. This was the Character 


Luke 9.56. of that moſt proper Son of God, That be came 


not to deſtroy Men's lives, but to ſave then. 
He who came to reconcile Mankind to God 


and with one another, to mediate their Peace 
with their offended Maker, and make them 
his Friends who were before his Enemies, as 


likewiſe to aboliſh\ that Law of Enmity, break 


down that middle Wall of Partition, even the Mi- 


ſaick Law of Ordinances, which before divided 
the Jewiſh Nation from the reſt of the World, 
making, adds the Apoſtle, of Twain one Nen 
Man, (one Fold under one Shepherd) ſo mak- 


Eph. 2.14. ing Peace. That this was our Bleſſed Saviour; 


Errand for which he' came into the World, 
the. Angels declared at his Birth, ſinging, 
Glory to God on High, on Earth Peace, Good 


therefore likewiſe to ſhew the End of his com · 
ing, that he choſe that Time for it, when not 


only the Evangeliſt, but Prophane Hiſtory 


tells us, that there was Peace in all the World. 


And certainly then thoſe who endeavour to 


copy after him, by promoting the ſame bleſſed 


Ends, tho' in an inferior and ſubordinate de- 


gree, do not ill anſwer the Title he is pleas'd 


do give them of his Brethren, and as he 1 


Men. And 'twas 
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«Nature, ſo are they by Adoption a0d Like - Rom 8. 17. 

whe Sorts of God, and f Sem, then Heir, 4 3 
the Apoſtle, Heirs of God, and Foynt- Heire + 

2 Chriſt ; and who indeed ſo proper Inhe- 

ritors of God's Peace, a full Kingdom, where 

au uninterrupted Love, Harmony and Con- 

cord dwell, as thoſe who have made it their 

Buſineſs to promote thoſe charming Virtues 

here on Kar tn 5113 

But of this perhaps enough, ſince all, even 

thoſe whoſe Profeſſion and latereſt is in War, 

muſt acknowledge, that *ris a great Evil, and 

peace on the contrary a moſt deſirable Bleſſing! 

The only Difficulty is how this Bleſſing may be 

obtained. : 2 * k 48 ** 21.8 : 1 

And here I remark, Firſt, That *tis far 

from the deſign of this Diſcourſe” to prompt > 

Nen to that, to which they are too forward of | 

themſelves, to pragmatically meddle with the 

Buſine of their Superiouts, who are the on- 

42 Jodges of what is proper and ne- 
ry to be done in publick Affairs, and 

when is the Time of doing it. But my De- 

gu is to exhort you to a Duty which equallyi 

concerns us all, and by which we may all of. 48 

what Poſt ſoever, contribute ſomethimꝑ to thi 1 

nuch deſired Bleſſing of Peace, vic. to Pray 

for it, as we are Commanded im te Tert, 

Pray for the Peuct Jeruſalem. This is a 

Duty incumbent on all. Firſt on thoſe who | 

by their Officeand Employment ate entruſted 

vith' the Management of Publick Affairs, ſince 

vithout the Bleſſing of God, which is only to 


be obtain d by fervent, Prayer, all their other 
Cre and Labour will be in vain, here being 


w Wiſdom nor Underſtanding, nor Council a= 
antonio: D £9inft 
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3 Tis the Duty of--Thoſe who _ 
contribute nothing elſe, at leaſt to offer up 
their\Prayers to God for it; and theſe if they 
come from a pure Heart, tho from the mean- 
eſt of Men, may be like the Widows Mite, 
more prevalent, and contribute more to this 
great and good End, than either the Valour of 
the Soldier, or the Art of the States. Man, 
Saſider d independantly;-of the Bleſſing of 


For after all that Man can do, ſtill the Eyent 
is in God's Hand. Ti. He alone who maketh 
War to ceaſe in all the World, who breaketh the 
Bow, and knappeth the Spear in ſundey, an 
burneth the Chariots in the Fire. Who maketh 
Men to be of one. Mind, and: can bring them to 


ſych , peaceable; Diſpoſitions, as to 14rn their 
Swords into. Plow-ſharet; and their Spears into 
Pruning Hens. But now with this Sovereign 
Ruler of -all Things we are aſſured by St. 
James, That the 2 fervent Prayer of « 
'. Righteous an availeth Much, Elias adds 

He, Was « May ſubjett to bike Paſſions a; we art, 
und be Pad earneſtly; that it ſhould not rain, 
aud it raid not on the Earth, for the ſpace of 
three Tears. and fix Months; and be Pray'd: again, 
and the Hfewyrn gave rain, and the Earth brought 


Fan. 5.18. forth ber; uit, The Apoſtle St. Paul allures 


1 Tin. 2. thority that 


us, that. ,heanty'Praydt; wou'd have the fame 
Influences the Publicki Peace ad Quiet, 
where he e horts us t mate Srupplications; Prq- 
ers, Interceſſians, and giving of Thanks, fer al 
Men, eſpeconlly. fer Kings und ail thut ure in di. 
hes w may lead ts Quiet and 

in all Godlinefs and Hontſ); 
C intunativfþ 


Peace 


* 
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intimating, that ' true Prayer wou'd natura 

= that effect. When AMoſes's bands fainted © | 

not in Prayer, the Enemies fled before Foſhus, ' © 

and by the ſame method, God would douht- | 

leſs, be prevailed upon, to ſcatrer the People that 

delight in War, So, as to bring them to a ner 

ceſlity of offering or accepting Conditions of 

Peace.  » The Prophet Jeremiah commands the th. 29-7: 

lſraclites to ſreł the Peace of even the City wheve * * as 

they ſhan'd be carried away Captive, and that 

for this Reaſon, becanſe in the Peace thereof, 

they ſuou d have Peace. How much more than 

ought nat we to Pray for the Peace of out own 

Jeruſalem, our own Nation and Land, for 

our own, our fellow Citizens and Subjects 

ſakes, for the ſake of thoſe that are in the 

neareſt and propereſt Senſe, our Brethren and 

Compamions, in whoſe Peace and the happy 

Conſequences of it, we ſhall be much larger 
rtakers, than the J/raclites cou'd poſſibly - 

Las foreign-Land. 
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But Secondly, as 'tis our Duty to Pray for 
the Peace of our Country, ſo if we wou'd have 
our Prayers ſucceſsful; we muſt take care that 
they come ſrom Perſons dpely Qualified: For 
tis not every Prayer that is acceptable at the 
Throne of Grace, but only that of the Righte- 
«us Mas, ſuch as comes from 4 Pure Heart. 
The: Prayer of the Wicked we are told, i a- 
beminatiun. Our Prayers therefore muſt be 
attended with Repentance and Amendment of 
Life if we: wou'd' be heard. We have already 
remark'd that War is uſually ſent by God on a 
Nation, as à Puniſhmeat of their Sins, and 
therefore, if we wou'd have the War ceaſe, 
ve maſt take way the firſt Foundation and 
5 | n _ Cauſe 
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Cauſe of it. Otherwiſe God may well ſay to 
2 Xin. 9 us when we ask for Peace, as Jehu did to Je. 
22. ram, what Peace fo long as the Whoredoms of thy 
Mother Jezabel- and ber 'Witch-Crafts are'ſo 
many? what Peace fo long as we continue in 
thoſe Sins which firſt brought the Judgment 
of War upon us? While we are ſo far from A- 
_ ending, that there is rather an increaſe of 
Wickedneſs and Prophanenſs,  Lewdneſs and 
Debauchery, Atheiſm and Infidelity, Factions 
and Diviſious, Strife and Envying among ys. 
When God's Judgments are in the Earth, of 
which, War is one of the Chief, tis to the 

End that the Inhabitants of it ſhould learn Ri 
-reouſneſs ſays the Prophet, and certainly this is 
but "neceſſary, if ever they wou'd have them 
ceaſe. They muſt firſt turn to him that ſtrikerh 
them e're he will ceaſe ſtriking, otherwiſe if 
| they continue obſtinate, they muſt expect that 
i his hand will be ſtretched ſtill over them, til he 
| has even Conſumed them by the means of his hea- 
I fhall not here draw the odious Parallel be- 
tween our preſent State and that of Jeruſa- 
lem, which once was, but is now in Captivity with 
her Children. The jewiſh Hiſtorian will tell 
us, that its final Deſtruction was chiefly o- 
ing to that heighth of Wickedneſs and Pro- 
. - Phaneſs, Strife and Factions, to which its In- 
4 -habitants were come, who bad not 
1 only condemm d and murder d the Prince 
f Life and Glory, their King and | Savi- 
| our, but at length fell into ſuch Heats and 
| 4 ' Diviſions among themſelves, as brougbt upon 
=_ them the' abomination of Deſolationi ſpoken” of by 
Ie Prophet; made them; weaken dias they 
N WT | were, 
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were, by their own inteſtine Qparrels, un- 
able to defend themſelves againſt their Fo- 
reien Enemy, the Romans, who at laſt accom- 
1125 our Saviour's and the Prophet's Mena- 
ces upon them; took away both their Place and 
Nation, and left not one Stone of their City 
and Temple «por another which was not caſt 
down.” O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, ſays our Sa- 
viour, thou that killeſt the Prophets and ſtoneſt 
them that are ſent nnto thee, hew often wou d 1 
have gather d thy Children together, even as 4 
Hen gathereth her Chickevs under her Wings, 
and ye won d not ! Behold, your Houſe is left un- 
to you Deſolare, | 
wiſh our Caſe be not the ſame. The 
Wiekedneſs and Infidelity of the Nation is 
come to a great heighth ; at leaſt our Factions 
and Diviſions are what have for a long time 
made us a Reproach to our Neighbour,, 'a very 
Scorn and Deriſion, if not a Prey, to all them 
that are round about us, What wonder then if 
Deſtruction and Unhappineſs be in our Ways and 
the way of Peace we have not known, while there 
i no fear of God before our Eyes? For in this 
Senſe alſo, there is no Peace ſaith my God to the 
Wicked ; they are like the troubled Sea, which 
_ reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire and 
rt, ; N bh -5 i 
There is a very pathetical Paſſage in the 
firſt Capter of 1/aiab, not unapplicable to our 
preſent purpoſe. - V ſbou d ye be ſmitten ar 
more ? Te will revolt more and more. The whole 
Head ds fick, and the whole "Heart faint; from 
the = of "the Foot even unto the Head, there is 
no foundneſs in it, but is full of Wounds ad Brute 
ſer, aud putrifying Sores; they have not been 
| | | | og cloſed, 


: 


ing up holy Hands, ſays St. Paul; the waſping 
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cloſed, neither bound up nor moliſyd with Qin. 
ment. Tour Country is deſolate, yaur Cities ar, 


burnt with Fire, your Land- Strangers devour it 
in your Preſence, and is deſolate as overthromy 
by Strangers; and the Dau bter of Sion is leſt 


. 4s 4 Cottage in 4 Vineyard, as a Lodge in 4 


Garden of Cucumbers, as. 4. Beſieged City. Ex- 
cept the Lord of 72 had ieſt us 4 very ſmal 
Remnant, we had been like unto Sodom, and 
we bad ow like unto Gomorrah. Hear they 
the word of the Lord, ———— To what purpoſe i 
the multitude of your Sacrifices to me ? H hen 
you ſpread forth your Hands I will hide mine 


| Eyes from yon; when you make many Prayers | 
will not hear, for your Hands are full of Blood, 


But waſh ye, make ye cleau, put away the Evil of 
your Doings from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do E- 
vil learn to do well, ſeek Fudgment, relieve the Of 


preſs'd, judge the Fatherleſs, piead for the Wid- 
dom. then the? your Sins be as ſcarlet, they 


Hall be white as Snom; tho they be red like Crim- 
ſon, yet ſhall they be as Woel. In a word, 
ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good 
of the Land, but if ye refole and rebely ye jha 
be devoured by the Smord, for the Mouth of 
the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
Thus do we ſee what alone it is that cal 
render our' Prayers ſucceſsfull, and what are 
the things that make for Peace, viz. The ceaſmy 


to do Evil, end the learning to do well, the lijt- 


them in Innocence, ſays David; and ſo. may ne 
ſucceſsfully go to God's Altar. For this is Gods 


- Promiſe, that when « Man' (or Nation's) 19. 


pleaſe him, he will male even their Enemies i“ 
| be at Peace with them. Ag lit eouſneſa f, 
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do uſually kiſs each other, and not only in a 
private, but in a publick Capacity too; Great 
and laſting Peace have theſe that love God's Lam, 
and nothing ſhall offend them. The way of Righ- 
teouſneſs is Peace, and the effect of Righteouſ- 
meſs 32 and Aſſurance for ever. 

In this manner then let us pray for the Peace 
of our Jeruſalem, that Feruſalem which in the De- 
cency, Order, and Solemnity of its Worſhip, the 
ſuitable Dignity of thoſe that wait at its Al- 
thars, and the due Reverence which if not 
paid, is order'd to be paid to Things Sacred, 
comes the neareſt to that Ferxſalem which once 
was the Type of Heaven, the Tabernacle which 
God had pitch'd among Men, the Beauty and Joy 
of the whole Earth. For the Peace of this our 
Jeruſalem and the Houſe of the Lord our God 
in it, let us now pray, that God wo.id now at 
length, ſend 1 Proſperity for the time in which 
he hath Plagued us, and for the Tears where- 
in we have ſuffer d Adverſuy. That God 
von d ariſe and have Mercy upon Sion, for it 
is time that he have Mercy upon her; yea the 
time is now come that he would heal her Brea- 
ches and unite her Diviſions; that, as it is in 
| the words preceding the Text, ſhe may be built 
a0 4 a City that is at Unity in itſelf, whither the g 
re Tribes go unanimouſly p, the Tribes of the 
"ug Lord, to the Teſtimony fra, to give Thanks 
1 to the name of the Lord. That there may 
* be, and long may there be ſo, the Thrones of = 
Ie Judgment, the Thrones of the Houſe of David. 
5 That Peace may be wit hin her Walli and Proſpe- 
4: ry within her Palaces ;, that Glory may dwell in 
10 o Land. . 
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Let us, according to the Apoſtle's Exhorta 
tion, Intercede for all Men, eſpecially for King 
and all that are in Authority, that He in hof 
Hands the Hearts of Princes are, even as i 
Rivers of Water, and who turneth them whithex 
ſoe ver he pleaſe wou'd inſpire them with ſuc 
peaceful Councils and and Reſolutions, that 
we may all henceforth lead quiet and:-peaceablg 
Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; that as we 
pray in our Liturgy, God wou'd pleaſe to giv 
to all Nations Unity, Peace and Concord, In 
particular let us pray for our Gracious Queer 
that in her Reign Righteouſneſs may flouriſh, and 
an abundance of Peace, ſo long as the Sun ant 


— 


> Moon endureth. 


Now God of his great Mercy grant to Om 
Jeruſalem, that ſhe may know in this hen Day the 
things that belong to her Peace, before they be lud 
from her Eyes. 3 \ OE. Th 9 


